
“Here is the world. Beautiful and terrible
things will happen. Don’t be afraid.” -
Frederick Buechner

I shared this quote during the sermon on
Sunday, but I wrongly attributed it to
Jurgen Moltmann, a contemporary of
Buechner’s. I’m including it here not just
to correct myself, although that’s always a
good idea. Buechner invites us to see the
world as it is and to engage with it fully
in spite of what may seem overwhelming.

In the face of this we can easily give in to
one of two temptations, or sometimes
both. We can decide to look away because
it is all just too much. We may choose to
bury our head in the sand rather than
face the terror but we miss the beauty.
Fear can convince us that it is better and
easier to just not know.

On the other hand, we can give in to the
temptation to f ix everything. When we
see so much that is terrible we feel like
we have to do it all. 

And that can be overwhelming, because
we know we can’t do it. In the same way
that fear can convince us to look away it
can also convince us that we have to f ix
everything.

Both of these temptations move us away
from faithfulness, which is the essential
path of discipleship to Jesus Christ.
Buechner’s quote is a signpost along that
way. It reminds us that we are being
faithful even when bad things happen. It
reminds us to look for the good and
beautiful things as well. It reminds us
that fear may try to make us turn aside or
turn back altogether. 

There is much that is terrible in the
world. But God has also planted beauty, in
the world and in each of us. When we
remain faithful to who God has made us
to be we can help bring more beauty and
goodness in the world.

Thankful for all of the goodness you all
share with me.

Pastor Ben 
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Upcoming...

7/18 Community Table 4-
4:30pm Lemmon Team
7/19 Worship 11am
7/19-24 Triple 2 Camp
7/20 Brown Bag Bible
Study 12-1pm at UCC
(Matthew 13:31-33)
7/22 Lunch Bunch 12 noon
at Sal’s JR
7/24-26 Family Camp

B I B L E  R E A D I N G S
T H I S  W E E K

2 0 .  P r o v e r b s  1 9 - 2 1
2 1 .  P r o v e r b s  2 2 - 2 4  
2 2 .  P r o v e r b s  2 5 - 2 8  
2 3 .  P r o v e r b s  2 9 - 3 1
2 4 .  E c c .  1 - 3
2 5 .  E c c .  4 - 6
2 6 .  E c c . 7 - 9  

Serving in Worship

Rev. Ben Moore
Elder: Amanda Talbert, Lisa Altizer

 Media: Nicole Altizer
 Worship Leader: Kelly Evans

  Deacons: Wendy Clark, Dwayne
Dickerson, Katie Lemmon, Cody

Evans
Music:  Praise Team

Accompanist: Gina Rhea



Thanks to everyone who joined us for Congregational Cafe`
to share hopes and dreams for Unity’s future!

Announcements/Greeting
Children’s Blessing
Music Meditation      

*Call to Worship 
Leader: As the seeds were scattered over
the mountains
People: And have brought forth fruit for all
people
Leader: Let us be planted in your good soil
People: And persevere to bear fruit for your
world!

 
*Opening Hymn                           no. 618 (1,3,4) 

“How Firm a Foundation”
*Opening Prayer 

Special Music                          

Scripture              Matthew 13:24-30
Good News         “The Good We Can Do”

Prayer for the People/Lord’s Prayer

Moment of Gratitude 
Prayer for Offering
                       

Invitation to Communion
Communion Hymn                no. 393 (all)

 “One Bread, One Body” 
 
Prayer for Bread and Cup 
Words of Institution 
Share in Communion
Prayer After Communion

Invitation to Discipleship 

*Hymn of Invitation                 no. 628(all)
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”  

*Closing Prayer  
                   
*Going Forth     “Weave”   no. 495
Weave, weave, weave us together,
Weave us together in unity and love.
Weave, weave, weave us together,
Weave us together, together in love.
     
         
                   *denotes standing, if able 

W O R S H I P  J U L Y  1 9

C h u r c h  M e m b e r s :  
N e w  C o n c e r n s :  
S u s a n  B a r t o n ,  K e n  B r a t t o n ,  R u t h  H i n k l e y ,  B e t t y  J o n e s ,  L a u r e n  a n d  A d d i s e n  L a w s o n ,  J o e  M a r s h a l l ,
S a n d y  P a s c o e ,  A l b a n  a n d  P h y l l i s  S h u m a t e ,  B r i t t n e y  S t i k e ,  D a v i d  a n d  A n g e l a  T h o m p s o n

L o n g - T e r m :  F r a n c e s  C a r t e r ,  J o h n n y  a n d  K . C .  C o l e ,  S h a r o n  D o d s o n ,  A l i c e  G a l l i m o r e ,  G l e n n  a n d  K a r e n
J o h n s o n ,  J e s s i c a  J o n a s ,  T e n n y  J o n e s ,  M a x  M o t t e s h e a r d ,  R i c h a r d  S a n d o e ,  A u b r e y  S c a l e t t a  a n d  f a m i l y ,
D a n i e l l e  S h e l t o n ,  P h y l l i s  a n d  A l b a n  S h u m a t e ,  K e i t h  W h i t t

C o m m u n i t y  F r i e n d s :  H o p e  A i d a m ,  T e d d y  A l t i z e r ,  P a m e l a  B a r t l e ,  L a r r y  B e v e r l e y ,  M a t t  B y r d ,  B e c k i  a n d
A d d y  C a l f e e ,  D o u g l a s  C h a p m a n ,  F a m i l y  o f  V i n c e  C l a r k ,  C a r l y  S a n d o e  C o l e  a n d  f a m i l y  i n  D u b a i ,  L u c y
C o l e m a n ,  M i k e  C r e w s ,  K e m  D a r d e n ,  L t .  K e n  F o r b e s  a n d  a l l  m i l i t a r y  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t ,  C a t h e r i n e  F o x ,
J e r r y  G i l l ,  P h i l l i s  G r u b b ,  T o b y  H e d g e ,  R i c k y  J a c k s o n ,  D a v i d  J o h n s t o n ,  R o s e m a r y  K e s l i n g ,  J e f f  L o v v o r n ,
J e f f  M c C o n n e l l ,  D o r i  M e g i n l e ,  J o e y  M u r p h y ,  R e n i e  P r i c e ,  W a y n e  Q u e e n ,  H a r o l d  R h o d e s ,  K a y  S n i d e r ,
M a r y  A n n  T a t e ,  P a m  T h o m a s ,  F a m i l y  o f  K a t e  V i c a r s - S o l o w a y ,  A m a n d a  a n d  A l e x  W i l k e n s  a n d  f a m i l y

S h u t - i n s :
D e l i l a h  M c C o n n e l l  -  C o m m o n w e a l t h ,  C h r i s t i a n s b u r g
B e t t y  W i l s o n  -  K r o o n t j e  H e a l t h  C a r e  C e n t e r
D o y l e  B a r t o n  -  K r o o n t j e  H e a l t h  C a r e  C e n t e r
A n n i e  A k e r s  -  H e r i t a g e  H a l l

I f  y o u  n e e d  s p e c i f i c  p r a y e r ,  s e n d  a n  e m a i l  t o :
p r a y e r s @ u n i t y c h r i s t i a n c h u r c h r a d f o r d . o r g
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